
Reiko Fujisawa marks Clara Schumann’s Bicentenary  

Clara Schumann: Prodigy, Muse, Virtuoso 

Pianist Reiko Fujisawa’s UK tour is to culminate at the Purcell Room on 5 October 

2019 as part of Southbank Centre’s Women in Music series. 

An acclaimed new show devised and performed by the pianist Reiko Fujisawa celebrates in 

words and music the remarkable life and career of Clara Schumann, one of the most 

influential pianists who ever lived.   

Clara Schumann: Prodigy, Muse, Virtuoso which received its first performance in October 

last year at The Lighthouse, Poole has been devised by Reiko Fujisawa in collaboration with 

the musicologist and author Peter Quantrill. At its centre are performances of music that 

played a pivotal role in Clara Schumann’s life and career: two of her own works, music by 

Beethoven, Brahms and Chopin, and works by her husband Robert Schumann.  Specially 

written narration based on Clara’s diary, her letters and various other sources, is performed 

on stage by actor Crawford Logan, creating a powerful narrative backdrop to the music and 

insights into Clara’s innermost thought and feelings. 

A strikingly independent woman, Clara Schumann worked tirelessly against the grain of 

assumption and prejudice. She was a leading pianist of her time, a composer and teacher, the 

wife of one great composer and the intimate friend of another, and the mother of eight 

children. Her life was both marked by tragedy and distinguished by a hugely successful 

career as a concert pianist which spanned more than sixty years, and she remains an 

inspiration for musicians to this day.  

In Clara Schumann: Prodigy, Muse, Virtuoso, Reiko Fujisawa sheds light on all stages of 

Clara’s life, from her father’s strict upbringing in a motherless home, her extraordinary 

success on the international concert stage, her relationship with Robert, their marriage and its 

tragic ending with Robert’s insanity and death, through to Clara’s profound but enigmatic 

connection with Brahms.  There is a complete performance of Robert’s Faschingschwank aus 

Wien, written for her, and Liszt’s solo piano arrangements of his Fruhlingsnacht and 

Widmung, presented to Clara on the eve of their wedding. The friendship with Brahms is 

brought to life in Fujisawa’s rendition of his Intermezzo, and Clara’s devotion to Chopin’s 

music, which she championed throughout her career, is reflected in a selection of Impromptus. 

Music was everything to Clara Schumann’s life – she called it ‘the very air I breathe’ – and 

through this unique portrait, Reiko Fujisawa illuminates this trailblazing musician’s life, 

work, personal experiences and deepest reflections of this truly legendary artist. 

For more details please visit:  

www.clara2019.com  

The London performance takes place on Saturday 5 October 2019 at Purcell Room, 

Southbank Centre, 7:45 pm - 9:45 pm. 

https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/whats-on/festivals-series/women-music-southbank-centre 

--ENDS— 

http://www.clara2019.com/
https://www.southbankcentre.co.uk/whats-on/festivals-series/women-music-southbank-centre


Notes to Editors 

For further press information please contact: 

Alison Bundy  

Tel: +44 7710 074075 

Email: admin@reikofujisawa.com  

Programme 

Brahms - Intermezzo, Op.119 No.2 

Clara Schumann - Scherzo, Op.10 and Romance, Op.21 No.3 

Beethoven – 32 Variations on an Original Theme in C minor, WoO 80 

Chopin - Impromptus Nos. 2 & 4 

INTERVAL 

R. Schumann - Faschingsschwank aus Wien op.26 

R. Schumann arr. Liszt - Frühlingsnacht from Liederkreis; Widmung from Myrthen 

About Reiko Fujisawa 

Reiko Fujisawa fuses the sensibilities of a musician raised in the Far East who trained in the 

West.  Following study at the Musashino University of Music in Tokyo and in San Francisco, 

she moved to the UK where she trained with Martino Tirimo, Benjamin Kaplan and Yonty 

Solomon.  She has been in London ever since.  Now established as an exciting and 

formidable virtuoso performer, Reiko made her debut at Southbank Centre in 1999, at the 

Wigmore Hall in 2003, and performed with the Soloists of the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 

in the inaugural season at London’s Cadogan Hall in 2006.  She has since made appearances 

at prestigious venues all over the UK and overseas.  Reiko was a featured artist at the Japan 

2001 festival with the specially formed Ensemble Tōzai, which combines western and 

traditional Japanese musicians.  Her chamber music collaborations include Principals of 

Sound, a woodwind and piano ensemble formed by Reiko in 2006, and with the Carducci 

String Quartet.  In her performances, Reiko seeks to express the personal warmth of 

communication between composer and performer, and performer and audience.  She feels 

especially at home among the deep humanity of Beethoven, the joyful spirit of Schubert, and 

the spirituality of Bach.  Reiko’s recent concerts include appearances at the new Stoller Hall 

in Manchester, the Hebden Bridge Piano Festival, Kings' Place (with the Carducci Quartet), 

and as part of the reopening of Southbank Centre’s newly-refurbished Purcell Room. 

Upcoming projects include Beethoven 2020, an exploration in words and music of 

Beethoven’s legacy both as composer and virtuoso pianist, and Invitation to the Dance with 

programes of music inspired by forms of dance from the Baroque era to Contemporary 

repertoire. A highlight of Reiko’s solo career so far is an acclaimed CD of music by Bach, 

Beethoven and Schubert, released on the Quartz Music label in 2012. In its review The Arts 

Desk found the recording “irresistible”.  Reiko's latest recording, of Bach’s Goldberg 

Variations, has recently been released, also on Quartz. 

 

About Crawford Logan 

As a voice on radio, Crawford is well-known to BBC listeners as Paul Temple in the “Paul 

Temple Adventures”. He has made over a thousand broadcasts, appeared as two different 

characters in “The Archers” and also directed the last live BBC radio play of the 20th century. 

mailto:admin@reikofujisawa.com


He records talking books regularly for RNIB and audiobooks for Penguin, Naxos, MacMillan 

and others.  On television, Crawford has appeared in number of well-worn favourites, 

including “Dr Who”, “EastEnders”, “Secret Army” and “Outlander”.  Working with 

musicians is always a privilege and Crawford has appeared with the Carducci Quartet, 

Scottish Chamber Orchestra, Red Note Ensemble, Rose Consort of Viols, Fidelio Trio and 

Tallis Chamber Choir among others. 

 

 
 

 

https://www.reikofujisawa.com/publicity-photos-1
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b680b8bf793924d129ec62c/t/5ca886e4104c7bdabb0ad894/1554548468942/Crawford+Logan+PicC.jpg

